Case report: a rare association of primary biliary cirrhosis and systemic lupus erythematosus and review of the literature.
We report a rare occurrence of systemic lupus erythematosus in a patient known to have had well-documented primary biliary cirrhosis for 10 years. The presentation was dramatic with pericardial tamponade, but responded well to high dose corticosteroid. There are only five such definite associations reported in the literature. In the present case, other possible causes were considered, such as drug-induced cholestasis, drug-induced lupus, autoimmune chronic active hepatitis and the overlap syndrome.